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a good wife: I'll e'en take her, master, for better
for worse.

Now you speak honestly, says the doctor. Now
I like you, Thomas, I warrant you the Devil will
haunt you no more if you take her; but you have
been but a kind of a rogue to her before, I under-
stand.

Upon the whole the doctor heartens him on, the
young fellow is easy, and the young woman is sent
for; and in the morning they were married, and
had a great wedding-dinner near the doctor's house;
so that all was done to the girl's mind, and the con-
jurer's too: for the doctor had two guineas of
Thomas for delivering him from the Devil, (who
could do It cheaper ?) and twenty of the good wife's
friends, and the lady that gave the money thought
It very well bestowed.

This management of the magician serves to let
you see with what art and dexterity these men play
the doctor with our ignorant people; and well they
deserve the name of cunning men : and as this is
the greatest part of the magic they are masters of,
so this is the chief end and aim of this relation, to
let the reader into the cheat of it. Here were two
, fools managed by one cunning knave; yet both of
them are served. The knowledge of their story,
and the way to do them both justice, is picked out
of their own mouths; yet they are brought to do
one another justice, and believe it is all done by the
magic of the cunning man; he gets their money,
and they come both off thankful into the bargain.
And here's not an ounce of magic in it all; here's
no dealing with the Devil in all this. It is nothing
but a bite, a kind of a juggle ; a devil and no devil,
a doctor no conjurer, a vision without a spirit, a
dance without a fiddle ; and, in a word, here was
craft, but no knavery neither; for what he did
ended in doing a poor injured wench justice, and
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